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Sir: 

We, Timothy A. Bird, Jacques J. Peschon, John E. Sims, G. Duke VIrca, and Cynthia R. Willis, declare that: 

We are the co-inventors and co-applicants in this application. All the actions, events, and observations 
described in the enclosed Exhibit for this declaration occurred in the United States prior to 1998, the publication year 
of Ishikawa et al., DNA Research 5:169-176, 1998, which was cited by the Examiner in the Office action, Paper No. 
5. Prior to 1998, we have cloned sGNK, the subject polypeptide of the present application and, as shown in the 
Exhibit, determined the nucleic acid sequence that encodes sGNK, which is set forth in SEQ ID NO: 1 of the present 
application, and its amino acid sequence, which is set forth in SEQ ID NO: 2 of the present application. 

We further declare that all statements made herein of our own knowledge are true, that all statements made 
on information and belief are believed to be true, and that these statements were made with the knowledge that 
willful false statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both (18 USC 1001), and 
may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent Issuing thereon. 
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